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LOCKICED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

DURBANK, CALIFORNIA IGO0 .
27 Ocptuabier 1976

S €. L. JOUNEON
. AN ADIEON

J f ) " My dear Mr, Sécreta.ry:
- iﬁcﬂ.:e'd with great interest your letter in the September 27
jssue of Aviation Week and Space Technology in regard to

the Backfire bomber and its evaluation by United States
BOUITCRE, . . T .

. Ihave made studias pf this aircraff starfing early 1971 in
connection with our development work here at the Lockheed

Advanced Development Projects (Skunk Works) where we
huild advanced reeannaissance aircraft such as the SR-71
and U-2. From the earliest data that was given by our
intelligence sources, I undertook continuing studies trying

to evaluate its capabilities with particular reference to the
Backfire'!s capability of attacking the United States and what

our air defense solution would be. Iam attaching a copy of
~ my original performance estimate compared to that of the
- Air Force Forcign Technology Division, and also to the
projected Air Force B-1 bomber.

On August 24 I'war ralled tn Washington as a meinber of a
cormnmittce to reevaluate later data which we had obtained

on the Sovict Backfire, Iam attaching a copy of my personal
comments at the end of that meeting in August,

I have been concerned that ocur intelligence committee as a
whole has for the past five years overestimated the capa-
bilities of the Backfire hased on my experience in the design
and construction of over 40 types of aircraft, Even though

the Soviets have redesigned the production airerait to aver-
eonme some of the initial structural and aerodynamic problems.
I strongly feel that it is a mediccre aircraft in terms of 2

good intercontinental bomber. Justas our B-1 requires a
very substantial refueling fleet, the Backiire without this
adjunct has no important intercoatinental bombing capability
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to spcak of. It would however, be extremely dangerous fo
the NATO countries, the area around the Mediterranean,
and a distinct threat to our surface Navy.

We continue to overestimate the Russian capability in the
performance of their aircraft, not only with the Backfire
type, but also the Foxbat, which fortunately will soox} be
put into proper category of performance. The mest impor-

. tant thing that the Soviets have which poscs a threat to the

United States and the free world is a total dedication to
producing advanced systems rather than just arguing about

. the cost angd usefulncss. There are over ten times as many

Foxbats as SR-Tl's and even with a firm commitment to
produce the B-1 would not equal the Backfire's pumbers in

. service for many years.

2

Congratulatiuns on tha zagults of your work on your recent

. trip to South Africa in trying to avoid the catastrophe which

could happen there so easily.

Sincez;ely,

Clarence L, Johnson

The Honorable Henry A, Kis ginger
Secretary of State

Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520
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TO: GEORGE BUSH )
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For Draft Response

For Your Information
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